THE   MARRIAGE   PROBLEM  AGAIN           145

well legged, the same being a litde embowed'; this was the rest
of the physical description sent to Elizabeth. As for his qualities,
he was "courteous, affable, just, wise, and of great memory'.
None the less, she wanted to judge for herself.

Though at first unwilling, the Emperor soon agreed to let
Charles come and be inspected, provided that the terms of the
marriage could be satisfactorily settled beforehand. One of the
disputed points was the upkeep of the Archduke's household.
Elizabeth wanted him to pay for it out of his Austrian revenues;
the Emperor contended that it should be England's obligation.
The point was argued with tenacity, but at length was recog-
nized as not a vital issue. What really mattered was another, an
old question - religion. Elizabeth appealed to the Emperor's
own judgement to show him the thousand inconveniences inci-
dent to a difference of faith between husband and wife. What
worse lot could befall a realm, she asked, thinking probably of
Darnley and Mary in Scotland, than division into two parties,
one side championing the husband, the other the wife? It would
be like two beasts yoked together, but varying in their paces;
they would never draw evenly. What should be a single will
would be changed to mutual hate. The Emperor, however, in-
sisted on a public place of Catholic worship being provided for
Charles and his foreign courtiers. The negotiations turned upon
the issue.

The opponents of the marriage were thus given their chance.
Among them were the French. In her alarm at the prospect of
another English alliance with the Hapsburgs, Catherine de9
Medici had come forward with rival bait in the person of the
French king, Charles IX. He was a mere boy of fourteen, born
in June 1550, and therefore seventeen years younger than Eliza-
beth. The English ambassador in France, a friend of CeciFs and
of the Austrian match, wrote an ambiguous appreciation of
him; he was likely to be tall, for he had great knees and ankles,
and legs not proportioned to them; he spoke somewhat fast and
thick, but this was a token that he was hot of nature, a greater
doer than speaker; he neither lisped nor stammered, he spoke
no other tongue than his own. Elizabeth's jester in the presence